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Fondly, Pennsylvania: 
WWI and the Women’s 
Land Army

When America entered 
WWI on April 6, 1917, 
a number of government 
agencies were created to 
oversee various aspects 
of the war effort. Some 
of these focused on the 
homefront. Agricultural 
production was a chief 
concern, essential for 
sustaining the country 
during wartime.

And so the Women’s Land 
Army was created.

Beginning in the summer of 1917, women were trained in agricultural 
skills, and sent out in groups to work on farms. By the summer of 1918, the 
Women’s Land Army had been fully established and squads of women were 
being deployed to assist with farming across America.

In Philadelphia women interested in joining the WLA could enroll at 
1607 Walnut Street. HSP’s collections include a poster advertising the 
location – including an image of three women decidedly not in the WLA 
uniform.  Several photographs from the Philadelphia War Photograph 
Committee Collection [V03] show members marching in a parade and 
working on a farm. Other evidence of the WLA in Philadelphia appears in 
the Garden Club of Philadelphia records, which was active in the WLA and 
in agricultural reconstruction in France. Although not yet digitized, these 
papers are available for research at HSP!

Recruiting poster for the Women’s Land Army. 1918. 
From the Historical Society of Pennsylvania war 
posters collection [V95]

Charles Cullen
One of the pleasures of my role as President 
and CEO is to share with our supporters all 
the important things we are doing with our 
collections and programming. I’m delighted 
that you, as a Friend of HSP, share in my 
excitement for the future of our institution. 
HSP is an invaluable resource for the 
Philadelphia community, and the direction 
we have mapped out will ensure our relevancy 
and impact for the future. 

When I arrived at HSP last fall, I was astonished by the growth in the 
magnitude and range of our collections since I had used them early 
in my academic career. Our collections now document the American 
experience much more broadly, especially in areas that typically have 
been marginalized by the “accepted” historical narrative. Such subjects as 
women’s history, LGBT history, immigration history, Latino history, and 
others have been overlooked far too often in telling the story of and trying 
to understand our past. 

HSP is taking transformative steps through a newly implemented strategic 
plan that is propelling us into the future, engaging local, national, and 
international audiences in conversation about the diverse and collective 
stories that together compose American history. 

Th e future is bright for Philadelphia’s library of American history. Th ank 
you for supporting HSP.

Member Feature

Charles Cullen, President 
and CEO 
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New Benefits for  
Friends of HSP
We are pleased to announce newly added benefits for our Friends 
members. Friends of HSP now receive complimentary admission to 
the National Constitution Center. HSP’s treasured Constitutional 
documents may be seen in a collaborative exhibit with NCC titled, 
‘American Treasures: Documenting the Nation’s Founding.’ 

In addition to complimentary 
admission to the National 
Constitution Center where 
HSP’s treasured Friends 
now have the opportunity 
to participate in Friends 
Days. These days, which 
will happen four times a 
year, are an opportunity for 
our constituents to access 
the library and collections 
outside of our regular public 
hours. Friends can also 
receive individualized help 
from our staff and engage 
in interactive discussions on 
topics that range from using 
HSP’s genealogical resources 
to archival conservation 
demonstrations.

Friends of HSP come from various backgrounds: genealogists, history 
scholars, educators, community historians, community activists, filmmakers, 
authors, or simply diverse members of our community with a passion and 
appreciation for the past. These individuals recognize HSP’s value to the 
community and know that philanthropic support is critical to carrying out 
the Society’s mission.

Hand-lettered, hand-drawn fraktur art with 
religious poem. 1797. From HSP’s Pennsylvania-
German collection [V80].
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An Audience Embedded
This fall HSP kicks off a multi-year 
collaboration with Taller Puertorriqueno 
to engage the Puerto Rican community 
of Philadelphia in exploring the history 
preserved by both institutions. Guided by 
playwright/director Ain Gordon, visual 
artist Michelle Oritz, and a diverse group of 
public historians and scholars, community 
members will take an active role in 
developing new programming inspired 
by historical materials. The embedded 
audience will explore how economic forces 
transform a neighborhood’s characteristics, 
and investigate archival collections for 
connections among Latinos and non-Latinos around the universal themes of 
migration and translocation.  

 “At a time when the conversations between people of different 
origins and races are so polarized, we are looking at this project as 
an opportunity to bring to view the realities, struggles, successes, 
and contributions of the Latino community in Philadelphia,” said 
Carmen Febo-San Miguel, Taller’s Executive Director.

This program is an integral part of HSP’s new strategic direction: to 
preserve, share, and interpret the stories of people who have typically been 
marginalized by the historical record. 

Taller Puertorriqueño uses art to promote development within its 
community and the Latino Diaspora, building bridges to the Greater 
Philadelphia region. Since its inception in 1974, Taller has been elevating 
and preserving Puerto Rican and Latino culture through arts and cultural 
programming.

An Audience Embedded is supported by the Pew Center for Arts & Heritage.

Scholar Feature

Taller Art Class Program Participant
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Girl Power: How the Red Rose 
Girls Made Their Own Way
October 16, 6:00pm–8:00pm 
$10*

Measuring Your Pennsylvania 
Ancestors: Using State and 
County Land Records
October 19, 1:00pm-3:00pm,  
five weeks
$189

Intriguing Sources: A German 
Murderer and An American 
General
October 26, 6:30pm-8:00pm
$10*

National History Day Philly 
Kick-Off
October 30, 4:30pm-7:30pm 
Free

NOVEMBER

Pennhurst and the Struggle 
for Disability Rights: A 
Commemoration
November 15, 6:30pm-8:00pm
$10*

*Friends of HSP receive 
complimentary admission

LEARN MORE 

hsp.org/calendar

SEPTEMBER

What is a Monument in the 
21st Century?
September 23, 9:30am-2:00pm 
$10

Warner Mifflin: an unflinching 
Quaker Abolitionist
September 21, 6:30am-8:00pm
$10*

Foundations of Genealogy I
September 27, 2:30pm-4:30pm , 
eight weeks
$315/$225

The Life and Art of George M. 
Harding, Captain in the AEF
September 27, 6:30pm-7:30pm
10*

OCTOBER

Sources Resourced:  
Immigration History through 
the Lens of Art
October 9 - November 10
Free, Open during public hours

Becoming U.S.: The Immigrant 
Experience in Philadelphia
October 11, 6:30pm-8:30pm 
Free

Fall 2017 CalendarUnderstanding our past is 
more vital than ever

History brings us together. It connects us with the values, ideas, and 
experiences that make us Americans. By exploring the past, we discover 
the cultural richness that charted our nation’s course and brought us to the 
present moment. 

HSP abides by the credo “Make History Yours.” We passionately 
believe that when we take the time to find ourselves in the past, we 
promote civil discourse that expands our worldview, strengthens 
our democracy, and enlivens our perception of American identity. 
Through history, learn not only about ourselves, but about our 
neighbors as well. 

When you contribute to HSP you help individuals of all ages and 
backgrounds access American history. We empower our communities to 
interact with documents that constitute our national heritage. Your support 
makes this transformational experience possible. Together, we can continue 
to pursue our mission to make history relevant and accessible to all.
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Eva Magdin Kreal poses in traditional Romanian dress. c1907- 1925. From Societatea 
Banateana-Vasile Alecsandri Records [3685]
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